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ruddy faces. The women too were better-looking,
though doll-like and thickly painted, witli the baggy,
shapeless figures, deformed feet, and stoop peculiar
to their race. Many of the shops were devoted to
the sale of Manchester goods and cheap cutlery,
whicn find gi'eat favour in this part of China.
Here and there a large tea-houso, gorgeously
decorated, was filled with customers taking their
morning draught of the cup that cheors. The tea
drunk -by the Chinese is as different to our idea of
that beverage as it can well be, and is, to a European
palate, utterly flavourless, " Chacun a son goiit,"
Many Russians say that real, unadulterated tea
never finds its way to England, nor would the
English drink it if it did*

The road from Tungchow to Pckin lies through
a fertile, well-wooded country, and is for the first
three or four miles raised some ten feet from the
ground on either side, and paved with huge stono
slabs, apparently of great antiquity. Although, now
in a very dilapidated condition, this must in former
times have been a splendid thoroughfare. It re-
minded one of one of the old Eoman roads, eomo of
the slabs being quite ten feet long by five feet broad
and two thick. The going was very bad in places
where the stones had fallen away. Turning away to
admire the scenery,! was somewhat suddenly recalled
to the situation by finding that my donkey had
.slipped into one of these chasms about four feet
d,eep. We got put, however, with nothing worse
: than a few bruises. This road is said at one time to
factye extended as far as Pekin, but, with characteristic
the Chinese have allowed it to become